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Joyful Moments of a Minister

The warm sunny spring season finally arrived hereners to his children. When | saw this

in the bay Area! If | say this, some of our temple sight, my heart became full with warm
members might disagree and say, “Spring has notNembutsu feelings. | felt so grateful see-
yet arrive. Spring will not arrive for another two ing a father teaching right manners to his
months”. But, surely we can still enjoy beautiful children. | did not ask what their genera-
flowers like the cherry blossoms that are bloomingtion was, but | am sure those pretty two
on roadside trees. Yes, warm spring weather ts jugirls are the 4th or 5th generation of our
around the corner. BCA Nembutsu family.

This month, may | share my joyful heart of a min- When | shared my Dharma message,
ister’s life. Last Sunday, February 17, 2008. | among many small children, | found a face
went to the Concord Buddhist Fellowship service. that reminded me of my friend. When |
When the service started, | saw many small dear asked her mother’'s name, sure enough, |
children attending with their families. Among officiated at her parents’ wedding a couple
them, | saw a young father who had brought his of years ago. Now, they are bringing their
two daughters to the service, and he was teachingchildren to Sunday service, and they are
them to keep their Onenju on her left hand, and raising heir children as they learned Bud-
how to do Oshoko. His one year old daughter waslha Dharma when they were small.
holding two service books in both her hands, and Through my long missionary work, when |
was walking in front of Hotokesama. But, two ser-find | find young children’s faces looking
vice books were heavy for her. She dropped thenthat those of their parents, | feel so happy,
picked them up and again dropped them. She fi- and | feel so grateful.

nally reached in front of Amida Buddha and did

Oshoko. The father again gave her instructions onrhe Concord Buddhist Fellowship doesn’t
how to keep her Onenju in her left hand and the have resident minister, but so many small
right manner to do Oshoko. Please imagine a deaDharma School students are attending
one year old child of Buddha holding onto two ser-their services. After the service, | felt that
vice books and doing Oshoko. It was a really with a little effort of young parents saying,
beautiful sight - a young father teaching right man “Let’s go to Sunday Service”, and like a
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young father teaching his daughters, your little ef Iko’s Bench Dedication Ceremony

forts will raise the next generation for our temple

Driving back to Alameda, enjoying the beautiful ~ On Monday, February 18, 2008, from 12:00
scenery of Spring, my heart became full with warmNoon, at Washington Park in Alameda, the
Nembutsu teachings. | am now serving as Jr. YBABayarsaikhan family held a special dedica-
minister advisor to two generations. When young tion ceremony in memory of heir dearest
parents say that he or she is my son or daughter, | daughter, Iko. They donated two beautiful

feel so happy. Though my power is small, but par-benches at the place she lost her 15 year young
ents are raising their children as the next leadkers life. Mr. Masaki Takano told me of this up-

the B.C.A. coming event, and from our temple, our presi-
dent,Dr. Dorothy Okamoto, Mr. andMrs.
With Gassho, Shigeki Sugiyama, Mr. and Mrs. George
Fukayama, Ms. Betty Takano, Mr. Masaki
Rev. Z. Taniguchi Takano, Ms. Yumi Bellizzi, Mrs. Louise

Ota, andRev. Taniguchiattended the cere-
mony. The Bayarsaikhan family was so happy
we are supporting them.

People from Alameda High School, the Ala-
Regular Dharma Study Classes meda Police Department, the vice-mayor and
any of their friends attended the ceremony. |

Our temple is conducting three separate Dharma chanted a sutra along with a Mongol Lama for
study classes every Sunday from 9:15 a.m. to 10:0¢he dedication in memory of Iko. When | read

a.m. the words that that this is the place lko’s heart
stopped, my heart became full with tears. The
Dharma School Ms Alison Nagahisa Bayarsaikhan family came to this country only
Mrs. Joyce Maniwa a few years ago with their new dream. When |
saw the small Mongol community, | thought of
Adult English Mr. Shigeki Sugiyama the time of our Japanese American pioneers.
They are just like Japanese. They have warm
Adult Japanese  Rev. Zuikei Taniguchi Buddhist hearts.

All temple members and friends, please come out After the ceremony, the family invited all the

and study and enjoy Nembutsu teachings together.People to a BBQ lunch. I know financially
they are not rich, but they prepared a nice

lunch for everyone.

Again, many from our temple attended an sup-
ported the family. Arigato to Mr. Takano for
letting me know about the ceremony. The
Bayarsaikhan family was so happy to find our
many members present.



Public Spring Dharma Lecture Series

Shibata Library Update Buddha, Dharma and Sangha
in the Modern Age
Work on our new library continues You might Thursdays, April 10, 17
have noticed the boxes of books at the rear of the & 24,2008

Hondo. Everything in the library room had to be  Guest Speaker: Rev., Dr. Shoyo Taniguchi
moved out to install the new carpet. That was a

job. The new carpet is now installed. It looks Osushi Making Class

similar to the old carpet, but now the same car- Sunday, April 27, 2008, from 11:00 a.m.
peting runs continuously from the library room, Mrs. Miyoko Inouye

through the foyer and up the stairs to the first

landing.

Our board presidenDr. Dorothy Okamoto, and

our immediate past president picked out the color

and arranged for the installation. Dr. Okamoto Arigato to ...
andMr. George Fukayamasupervised the in-

stallation on February 12. On Friday, February 15, 2008lrs. Louise Ota

came and cleaned the covers on the heaters in both
On February 14, 20084r. and Mrs. Shigeki the hondo and the new library room. This job is
SugiaymaandMr. George Fukayamaassem- usually forgotten about, and so it hadn’t been done

bled two new bookcases for the library. Even ina LONG time. Thanks, Louise.
reading all the instructions it took them two half
days to finish. Thanks to you all. Special Altar Flower Donation

We're getting close to the library being finished. The Sunday, February 17th’s beautiful altar flow-
The dedication will be after the Spring Ohigan ers were donated byir. Ron Tsuchiya for his
service on Sunday, March 16. all temple mem- late wife,Mrs. Arleen Tsuchiya’s 49th day me-
bers and friends, please come join us in the celemorial service. Thanks to the Tsuchiya family
bration. Lunch will be served.

Temple Greeters List

The Alameda Buddhist Education Committee an-
nounces the following special program. 3/2, 3/9
Ida Morikawa, Rodney Komatsu
Sunday, March 30, 2008
11:00 a.m. after the family service 3/16, 3/23
Onenju Repair Class Mas Takano, Toh Kawabata
(Bring your broken onenjus)
3/30, 4/6
Dorothy Okamoto, Diane Matsuoka
Sunday, March 16, 2008

After the Spring Ohigan Service 4/6, 4/13
Shibata Library Dedication Jean Sato, Betty Takano
Lunch will be served following
the dedication ceremony 4/20, 4/27

Ron Nakano, Jackie Ito-Woo



Thank God I'm a Buddhist!

Our temple was well represented at the talk giveNV@dnesday, February 20, 2008, at
the new Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley Witkice Terao, Doug and Lenni Doerr,
Louise Ota, Dorothy Okamoto, Yumi Bellizzi, Ron Tsichiya and Ron Nakanoin at-
tendance.Dr. Kenji Akahoshi presented an interactive talk/discussion aboutatis on
being a Buddhist in a Judeo-Christian society.eAfihe talk, participants were able to so-
cialize with tea and senbei. The Jodo Shinshuetesia beautiful venue for events like
this, and | hope others will avail themselves & thany programs being offered there.

Miss September
While browsing through a local bookstore, | camerufhe2008 Oakland + East Bay Art

Calendarby “Rudy”. The sketch illustrating September ledidamiliar. Yes, it was a
drawing of our temple! Check it out below.




Campaign For Buddhism

It is never too late to contribute to the JSC cagmpaYou can be a part of the continuing effort
to make Buddhism a major Religion in the US. Wailddike to be 100% behind this huge un-
dertaking, we are now about 50% participation. éfalby, the list of names below will continue
to grow. Every person is important to the futufda@do Shinshu. Thanks to all who have do-
nated.

Don T. Akiyama

Misako Akiyama

Alameda Buddhist Women's Assn.
Alameda Dharma School
Douglass Doerr and Lenni Terao-Doerr
George and Akiko Fukayama
Thomas and Andrea Hashimoto
Yoko Hashimoto

Ms. Takako Heinz

Sachiko Ishida

Yasuko Ann Ito, Jackie Ito-Woo & Carl Woo
Nami lwataki

Ms. Nan Kataoka

Mr. Toshiro Kawabata

June H. Kuge

Mrs. Setsuko Kuramoto

Iwao Kuwano

Dakino Maeda

Joyce Maniwa

Kiyoko T. Mitani

Takeyo Mori

Frank T. and Ida C. Morikawa

Ms. Alison Nagahisa

Jane Naito and Danny Tanaka

Mr. and Mrs. Kiyoshi Naito

Daniel and Mary Nakahara

Mr. Dick Nakano

Masao Nakano

Mr. Ronald Nakano

Yoneko Nakayama

Mrs. Dorothy Narahara and Joan Narahara -
daughter

Mr. and Mrs. George Nomura

Gary and Judy Oda

Kingi Okada

Dorothy Okamoto

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ota

Merry Sakamoto

Yoshimi & Grace Shibata; Jerry & Mari Shi-
bata

Mr. Hiko Shimamoto

Ms. Grace Shimono

Mr. and Mrs. Shigeki Sojo Sugiyama

Mr. and Mrs. Yosh Sugiyama

Mr. and Mrs. Takashi Takahashi

Betty Takano

Mrs. Ikuko Cookie Takeshita

Rev. Zuikei and Rev. Dr. Shoyo Taniguchi
Dennis S. Terao

Mrs. Joyce Terao

Ronald and Arleen Tsuchiya

Hideo Uchiyama

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Yamagami

Mr. Kenneth Yamaoka

Mrs. May Yamaoka

Yasuo and Shige Yamashita

Akiko Faith Yamato

Pat and Kent Yoshiwara

Mrs. Tomiyo Yoshiwara

CORRECTION

Our deepest regrets that the following names were inadvertently left off from the above list of donors pub-
lished last month (Actually, they were covered up by an announcement box for the pruning demonstration).

Mr. Dick Nakano, Mr. Masao Nakano, Mr. Ronald Nak ano, Yasuo and Shige Yamashita, Akiko

Faith Yamato, Pat and Kent Yoshiwara, Mrs. Tomiyo

Yoshiwara.




Dates to Remember

Sunday, March 2, 2008, from 10:00 a.m.
March Monthly Memorial Service

Sunday, March 16, 2008, from 10:00 a.m.
Spring Ohigan Service
Guest Speaker: Mr. Brian Nagata (Numata Center)
Library Dedication Service will follow

Sunday, March 23, 2008, from 11:00 a.m. , followiamily service
Arigato Luncheon for Mr. and Mrs. Kiyoshi Naito

Sunday, March 30, 2008, following family service
Onenju Repair Class by Mrs. Sachiko Matsui
Bring your own beads to make a new onenzu or brokes to repair

Saturday, April 5, 2008, from 10:00 a.m.
Lumbini Garden construction and Omigaki

Sunday, April 6, 2008, from 10:00 a.m.
Hanamatsuri Major Service
Guest Speaker: Rev. Doei Fujii (San Luis Obispddhist Church)
11:00 Otoki Lunch

Dharma School/ Jr YBA
Spring 2008 OHIGAN FOOD DANA
FEBRARY 24 TO APRIL 13, 2008
for The Alameda County Community Food Bank

With a spirit of Dana (giving) the Alameda Dharmzh8ol/Jr YBA is again sponsoring a
food drive for the Alameda County Community FoaahB. Please bring your offerings to
the temple any time between FEBRUARY 24 to APRB. The food barrels will be at the
temple until after Sunday, April 13, Thank you your support.

Most Needed Nonperishable Foods:
Canned fruits & vegetables

Peanut butter

Canned meats and fish

Cereal/ Oatmeal

Pasta and tomato sauce

Powdered milk

Beans, rice

Nutritional beverages

Monetary contributions are also welcome.
Checks can be made out to: Alameda County Contgnioiod Bank.
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Center for Buddhist Education presents

NETWORKING & RECONNECTING

Generation Y Seminar for 21 — 35 year olds
Saturday, April 5, 2008
Jodo Shinshu Center

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: REVEREND KEN YAMADA
Berkeley Higashi Honganji Temple

FINANCIAL WORKSHOP: Koichi Mizushima

Much overlooked in our BCA system, once young adgtladuate from college
there is often no temple or BCA program for thesaminers at perhaps one of the
most important periods of their lives. The CBE Wddlike to provide this seminar
for Generation Y members throughout the BCA to gatbgether in Berkeley for
an opportunity to “network and reconnect” with Badan

The $25 registration includes speakers, breakfiasth and dinner. For those
wishing lodging, hotel and dorm rooms are avaddbl at the JSC.

Deadline: March 10

For further information, please contact Rev. Kodudzu at (510) 809-1460 or
by email atlirector@cbe-bca.org




Alameda Buddhist Women’s Association News

Here are the 2008 ABWA group assignments for Opo&paration. If you are able, please come to help
prepare the otoki with your group

April 6 Hanamatsuri Group 2
May Fujimatsuri (Gotane) Group 3
July 26 Obon Group 4
November 16 Hoonko Group 1

Commemoration of the founder of the Jodo ShinshddBism Shinran Shonin’s 78Memorial will be
held in 2011. In conjunction with the 75®emorial for Shinran Shonin, the World Federatidén

BWA Convention will be held May16-17, 2011, in Kgotlapan.. The Hongwaniji in Kyoto would like
to know how many people plan to attend the coneenso they can plan appropriately. If you think
you would like to attend the World BWA ConventionKyoto in 2011, please let Joyce Maniwa know
by March 6, 2008 by phone 510-537-5150 or by e-ma#iniwa@sbcglobal.neso the information can
be forwarded to the Hongwanji. This not a commiitrte attend, just informational for now.

Next ABWA Meeting is on Sunday March 9, 2008

Alameda BWA Bento Sale Fundraiser April 20, 2008

On Sunday April 20, 2008, the Alameda BWA will sgona bento sale. The bento will be $10 each on
a preorder basis only. Watch for the bento ordenfin the April Upaya or pick up the form at tleen-

ple during the month of March. The proceeds oftiteto sale will go toward various community pro-
grams. Contact Joyce Maniwa for further informattdi®- 537-5150.

Aesthetic Pruning Demonstration
On Sunday, February 24, 2008, after the familyiserir. Dennis Makishima presented an entertain-

ing and informative program on pruning local plaamtsl small trees. He also brought a number of bon-
sai trees as examples of different styles of borsal also different tools used to prune.



