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On Sunday, March 16, 2008, we held the first ma-
jor service of this year, Spring Ohigan and the new 
library dedication ceremony.  For our special pro-
gram dedicating the new library, I asked the 
ABWA Group 4 heads to call and ask all their 
members to attend the Ohigan service.  I also 
called all our young families to join us in the ser-
vice.  Because of all your wonderful efforts, so 
many temple members and friends attended, and 
we had a really nice Spring Ohigan service. 
 
Right after the Ohigan service, we conducted the 
new library dedication ceremony.  I set up an 
Obutsudan in the library and made special arrange-
ments for the ceremony.  I put up red and white 
ribbons for the official opening of the library.  It 
began with the ribbon cutting by Mr. and Mrs. 
Yoshimi Shibata, and after they sat down on the 
new library chairs, we chanted San Bu Jo while 
scattering paper “lotus petals” in joy to welcome 
Amida, Shakyamuni and the ten directions 
Buddhas and also to say arigato to the Shibata fam-
ily.  Looking at the special setting for Amida Bud-
dha’s shrine, my heart became full with joy of cele-
bration.  All our chanting voices of San Bu Jo be-
came the living sound of the Dharma, and they vi-
brated throughout the library.  The Buddhist Tem-
ple of Alameda made a special Plaque in apprecia-
tion to the Shibata family, which will be put on the 

Reflections on Spring Ohigan and New Library Dedication Service 

wall of the library.  It says the following: 
 

Buddhist Temple of Alameda Library 
Dedicated in honor of  

Zenjuro and Koyuri Shibata 
From Yoshimi and Grace Shibata and Family 

March 16, 2008  
 

When Yoshimi San and Grace San did 
Oshoko, in their Gassho, I thought of their 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Zenjuro and Koy-
uri Shibata.  Because of our Issei parents’ 
burning spirit of Nembutsu Buddha 
Dharma,  we now have a beautiful temple.  
On behalf of the Shibata family, Mrs. 
Grace Shibata made a speech.  She re-
flected on her Sunday School days, and 
she commented on how she really enjoyed 
the Dharma services.  Listening to her 
warm hearted words, I really felt that Jodo 
Shinshu Buddha Dharma is the best teach-
ings for raising families.  No matter how 
our world changes, we have to respect our 
elders, learn important manners from our 
parents, and keep Buddha’s warm heart 
and kind words in our family life.   
 
Everyone received a special gift, a big, 
beautiful mixed flower bouquet from the 

Continued on other side 



Shibata family.  The colorful flowers are so pretty 
and help us to keep harmony with each other and 
show us a beautiful world.  Like the flower bouquet, 
each of us is different and are living our unique life.  
But, you were all shining together on the Spring 
Ohigan and library dedication day. 
 
Arigato Gozai Mashita to Yoshimi and Grace San. 
 
 With Gassho, 
 
 Rev. Z. Taniguchi 

Continued from other side 

Arigato to ... 
 
On the occasion of our Spring Ohigan service 
and the new library dedication, Mr. and Mrs. 
Yoshimi Shibata gave beautiful flower bou-
quets to everyone who attended the service.  
Thanks to the Shibatas for such a  wonderful 
gift. 
 
Prior to the new library dedication, Mr. and 
Mrs. Shigeki Sugiyama and Mr. George Fu-
kayama came nearly every day getting things 
ready.  They cleaned the room, assembled the 
bookcases, shelved the books, etc.  Mr. Sugi-
yama had earlier researched and purchased the 
bookcases, chairs and table.  When events such 
as the library dedication go so well it’s not by 
chance; it’s because of the hard work of a lot 
of people.  Thanks to all of you. 
 
The delicious Ohigan Otoki lunch was ar-
ranged by Ms. Yumi Bellizzi and Mr. Tom 
Hashimoto.  It was prepared by the East 
Ocean Seafood Restaurant on Webster 
Street, who have been generous supporters of 
our temple.  Thanks to all. 
 
 A new broom and dustpan have been donated 
to the temple by Mr. and Mrs. Doug Doerr.  
Thank you for your dana offering (after the 
next service, have Doug give you a demonstra-
tion of how they work). 

Library Books Inventoried 
 
 On Saturday afternoon, March 22nd, volun-
teers Rikio Cohen, Louise Ota, Haru Shintani 
and June Yamagata worked diligently to make a 
listing of all the books in the temple’s new library. 
Almost all the books on the shelves except the Japa-
nese works have now been identified. The lists will 
now be computerized so that library users will be 
able to determine quickly what books are available 
for reference. 
 A by-product of the inventorying was the 
discovery of many gems among the books that have 
been hidden away until now in the upstairs work-
room. So be sure to check out the pleasures you will 
find among the books now on the shelves. 
 So, thank you, Rikio, Louise, Haru andJune 
for a splendid job well done. 
 
Shigeki Sugiyama 

ABWA Bento Sale 
 
The Alameda Buddhist Women’s Association 
is again holding a bento lunch sale on April 20, 
2008, after Sunday service.  The lunches need 
to be pre-ordered.  Please see the flyer in this 
months newsletter. 



Spring Ohigan and Shibata Library Dedication 
 
On Sunday, March 16, 2008, the temple observed 
Spring Ohigan.  Mr. Ron Nakano was chairperson 
for the Ohigan Service, Ms. Lenni Doerr was organ-
ist, Rev. Zuikei Taniguchi officiated assisted by Mr. 
Shigeki Sugiyama; Mr. Brian Nagata, president of 
the Numata Center was the guest speaker. 
 
Following the service, there was a dedication of the 
new library.  We were able to schedule a series of 
educational programs last year because of financial 
support provided by Mr. and Mrs. Yoshimi Shibata.  
They are again continuing their support this year.  
Development of the new library is part of the tem-
ple’s commitment to our Buddha Dharma education. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Shibata cut a ribbon across the entrance 
to the library formally opening it.  After a brief ser-
vice.  Mrs. Grace Shibata spoke a few words ex-
pressing her gratitude to their parents for their pio-
neering efforts in spreading the Dharma and to the 
temple for establishing the library.  Because not eve-
ryone could be close enough to hear all of her words, 
she has graciously allowed us to reproduce them here. 
 
“Rev. Taniguchi, Mr. Sugiyama, President Okamoto 
and her board members, and all members of the Bud-
dhist Temple of Alameda. 
 
On behalf of my husband and family, I would like to 
thank you for inviting us to this wonderful library 
dedication.  It warms our hearts to see this library, 
beautiful and inviting.  And it signifies the hard work 
all of you unselfishly gave to put life into creating 
this library.  An opportunity lies here for everyone 
and anyone to understand, appreciate and carry on the 
great teaching of our Lord Buddha.  This library can 
be a tool for such a process for anyone. 
 
As a child I loved going to Sunday School.  Unfortu-
nately for our parents Sunday was a busy day on the 

farm.  Our parents and brother were busy 
preparing lettuce or celery to be shipped 
400 miles for the market.  However, they 
made certain an older sister drive her three 
younger sisters eleven miles every Sunday 
to Sunday School.  And when we were late, 
she “stepped on the gas” and sped 50 miles 
per hour, a devastating speed in those days 
as a I hung onto the window handle (yes, 
you heard right, no buttons in those days; 
we cranked the windows up and down).  
“Not to worry, she would reassure us as my 
heart pounded while screeching around the 
curves. 
 
But at Sunday School, the temple was cool, 
serene and quiet as our minister greeted us 
kindly, and we settled into our wooden 
folding chairs.  The temple bell heightened 
the tranquility and even though the lectures 
many times were over my head, I just 
KNEW he was saying something very im-
portant and reverent. 
 
And now today, thanks to all of you, you 
have a treasure, a library, open to all who 
can further their learning, curiosity, from 
kindergarden to adults.  Last, and most im-
portant is our gratitude to our parents, Zen-
juro and Koyuri Shibata, who were one of 
the early pioneers contributing to the estab-
lishment of the Buddhist Temple of Ala-
meda.   
 
Congratulations and thank you. 
 
Yoshimi and Grace Shibata” 



2008 Spring Ohigan and Shibata Library Dedication Celebration 



The Alameda Buddhist Education Committee an-
nounces the following special program. 

 
Sunday, March 30, 2008 

11:00 a.m. after the family service 
Onenju Repair Class 

(Bring your broken onenjus) 
 
 

Public Spring Dharma Lecture Series 
Buddha, Dharma and Sangha  

in the Modern Age 
Thursdays, April 10, 17  

& 24, 2008 
Guest Speaker:  Rev., Dr. Shoyo Taniguchi 

 
Osushi Making Class 

Sunday, April 27, 2008, from 11:00 a.m. 
Mrs. Miyoko Inouye 
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Temple Greeters List 
 

3/30,  4/6 
Dorothy Okamoto,  Diane Matsuoka 

 
4/6,  4/13 

Jean Sato,  Betty Takano 
 

4/20,  4/27 
Ron Nakano,  Jackie Ito-Woo 

 
5/4,  5/11 

Yumi Bellizzi,  Amy Tomine 
 

5/18,  6/1 
Nan Kataoka,  Grace Kubota-Yee 

 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Assistant to the Director of the 
Center for Buddhist Education 
 
 Part-time position/flexible 
Approximately 20-25 hours/week 
Salary and hours negotiable 
 
 Please call Reverend Kodo Umezu  
at 510.809.1460 BY APRIL 30 
 

 
Wedding 
 
Mr. Ross Koda and Miss Lisa Seo were married 
on Saturday, March 1, 2008, from 11:00 a.m., in 
the Stanford University Chapel.  The beautiful 
wedding reception was held at the Four Star Hotel 
in Palo Alto.  The groom is the son of temple 
member, Mrs. Tama Koda. 
 
Bests wishes to the new married couple. 
 

In Memoriam 
 
The Buddhist Temple of Alameda offers con-
dolences to the family of lng time member, 
Mr. Noboru “Non” Iwahashi , who entered 
into Nirvana on March 8, 2008, at the age of 
90 years.  He is survived by his wife, Shi-
zuko, and daughters, Janice and Diane. 
 
Family services were conducted on Friday, 
March 21, 2008.  Rev. Zuikei Taniguchi of-
ficiated. 

A new broom and dustpan have been donated to 
the temple by Mr. and Mrs. Doug Doerr.  Thank 
you for your dana offering (after the next service, 
have Doug give you a demonstration of how they 
work). 



Hanamatsuri Flowers Needed 
 
The Buddhist Temple of Alameda will celebrate Hanamatsuri on Sunday, April 6, 2008.  
This is the birthday of Shakyamuni Buddha in Lumbini Garden.  Instead of our usual of-
fering of incense, our Hanamatsuri service features a small statue representing the baby 
Siddhartha, over which we pour sweet tea representing the sweet rain that fell upon the 
baby when he was born.  We also create a representation of Lumbini Garden. 
 
If you have flowers growing in your garden that you can part with, please bring them to 
the temple on the morning of Saturday, April 5.  Dharma School students, parents, teach-
ers and any others interested volunteers will be constructing the garden in the morning 
from 10:00 a.m.  Volunteers will also be polishing all the brass ornaments in the Onaijin 
area at the same time, from 10:00 a.m.  Come help us. 
 
Come also to the Hanamatsuri service on the next day, Sunday, April 6, 2008, from 10:00 
a.m.  Our guest speaker will be Rev. Doei Fujii from the San Luis Obispo Buddhist 
Church. 

In Memoriam 
 
The Buddhist Temple of Alameda offers condolences to the family of Mr. Bob Ya-
mada.  Mr. Yamada was not a temple member, but he always attended our bazaar 
and was a generous contributor to the temple. 
 
Funeral services were conducted on Tuesday, March 5, 2008, from 2:00 p.m., at the 
Stockton Buddhist Temple. 
 
 
The temple offers condolences to the family of Rev. Shiro Nishii.  Rev. Nishii  had 
served at the Enmanji Temple. 
 
The BCA sponsored funeral service was  conducted on Friday, March 7, 2008, from 
11:00 a.m., at the Fresno Betsuin. 



Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, March 30, 2008, following family service 
Onenju Repair Class by Mrs. Sachiko Matsui 

Bring your own beads to make a new onenzu or broken ones to repair 
 

Saturday, April 5, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. 
Lumbini Garden construction and Omigaki 

 
Sunday, April 6, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. 

Hanamatsuri Major Service 
Guest Speaker:  Rev. Doei Fujii  (San Luis Obispo Buddhist Church) 

11:00 Otoki Lunch 
 

Thursday, April 10, 17, and 24, 2008, from 7:00 p.m. 
Spring Public Buddha Dharma Program 

Rev. Dr. Shoyo Taniguchi (SACBC) 
 

Sunday, April 13, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. 
Monthly Memorial Service 

 
April 20, 2008 

ABWA Bento Sale 
 

Sunday, April 27, 2008, from 11:00 a.m 
Maki Zushi Class 

Mrs. Miyoko Inouye 
 

Sunday, May 4, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. 
Monthly Memorial Service 

 
Tuesday, May 6, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. 

Japanese Monpo Service 
 

Thursday, May 8, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. 
ABWA Spring Omimai Visitation Day 

 
Sunday. May 18, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. 
Shinran Shonin’s Birthday - Go Tan E 

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Ryo Imamura (Florin Buddhist Church) 



Naito Appreciation Lunch 
 
Hot off the presses!  After the family service on 
Sunday, March 23, 2008, an appreciation party was 
held for Mr. Kiyoshi Naito and his wife, Tazuko.  
The original idea for the party was as a “roast”, 
like you’ve seen on television, but it was soon ap-
parent that it was more of a “toast” than a roast.  
The Naito’s moved to San Francisco many years 
ago, but they chose to remain members of our tem-
ple, and continued to be just as active as before, 
despite the commute.  Recently, they moved to a 
retirement community, just three blocks from the 
San Francisco.  They have also disposed of their 
car, and so decided to finally time to leave our tem-
ple family and join the San Francisco Sangha. 
 
Kiyoshi has been one of our “super members” who 
have gone far beyond the usual call of duty.  He 
has served as board president on three occasions, 
and has chaired numerous regular services, funeral 
services, and committees both small and large such 
as bazaars, Obons, and major anniversaries.  He 
has not only served on the board for decades, but 
has been a stabilizing influence.  Having been ac-
tive not only at the temple level, but also at the dis-
trict and national levels, he could add that perspec-
tive to our deliberations.  He is the member of the 
board who remembers what we have done in the 
past, and on the rare occasions he doesn’t remem-
ber, he keeps organized notes and past records he 
can reference.  He has taught in our Japanese 
school, and he, with the help of his family and per-
sonal friends, independently run the Nigiri Sushi 
booth every year, and back in the day, has even 
done the thankless task of producing this newslet-
ter. 
 
In addition to the many activities he was involved 
with at our temple, Kiyoshi has also been involved 
with many other organizations in the community,  
As mentioned above, he has been very active in 
leadership positions with the BCA, including serv-
ing as National Council President, as well as nu-

merous positions with the Bay District.  He 
has also been active with the Japan Society 
and as a board member and president of the 
Hokubei  Mainichi Newspaper.  Because of 
all of his affiliations with organizations in 
the Japanese community, he has hosted nu-
merous visitors from Japan.  That is proba-
bly where he gained his knowledge of local 
restaurants and bars. 
 
The “toasters” included Tom Hashimoto 
and Kent Yoshiwara who were first intro-
duced to Kiyoshi when he was their Japa-
nese instructor.  I hope their fluency in Japa-
nese isn’t reflective of anything.  Perry Ku-
romoto sent an email to Tom; he was also a 
student of Kiyoshi.  Later, all three seemed 
to have learned more from Kiyoshi about 
how to conduct themselves at local watering 
holes. Mas Takano and Ken Narahara 
spoke of meeting Kiyoshi when he first re-
turned back from Japan.  Kathy Robinson 
spoke on how being a friend of Tazuko 
turned into a lifetime commitment to work-
ing in the Nigiri booth.  Rev. LaVerne Sa-
saki spoke on the difficulty in being a PK 
(Preacher’s kid), and the difficulty in being 
expected to always act perfectly. 
 
Dorothy explained how a perpetual plaque 
honoring past board presidents is being 
planned.  It will list all past presidents and 
all future presidents, and be dedicated to Ki-
yoshi. 
 
I nearly titled this column as a “Farewell” to 
the Naito’s, but that’s not what the party 
was about.  It was just to honor them.  We 
expect them to come back and visit us fre-
quently.  Hear that Kiyoshi? 
 
rsn 
 



Kiyoshi & Kazuko Roast  3/23/2008 



A new broom and dustpan have been donated to the temple 
by Mr. and Mrs. Doug Doerr.  Thank you for your dana 
offering (after the next service, have Doug give you a dem-
onstration of how they work). 

 Dharma School/ Jr YBA   
 Spring 2008 OHIGAN FOOD DANA 

 FEBRARY 24 TO APRIL 13, 2008   
for  The Alameda County Community Food Bank 

         
With a spirit of Dana (giving) the Alameda Dharma 
School/Jr YBA is  again sponsoring a food drive for  the 
Alameda County Community Food Bank.  Please bring 
your offerings to the temple any time between   FEBRU-
ARY 24 to APRIL 13.   The food barrels will be at the 
temple until after Sunday, April 13,   Thank you for your 
support. 
 
Most Needed Nonperishable Foods: 
Canned  fruits & vegetables            
Peanut butter 
Canned meats and fish      
Cereal/ Oatmeal 
Pasta and tomato sauce                 
Powdered milk 
Beans , rice           
Nutritional beverages 
 
Monetary contributions are also welcome. 
Checks can be made out to:  Alameda County  Community 


